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Textbooks have given us a lot of opportunities and a chance to gain 
something new and teach proper material our students so they can 

be more confident and have courage on what they can do by using 

textbooks as their way to learn something new. But despite with lot 

of information and knowledge that textbooks can give to the students, 
we as a teacher also should known how to choose a good textbook 

based on the Regulation of the Minister of Education and Culture 

No. 8 the Year 2016, which said that every good textbook should’ve 

followed basic of UUD 1945 and also follow the value of Pancasila 
since it was also already had the appropriate framework of analysis 

for textbook evaluation purpose. So the analysis that will be 

conducted will focus on the relevance of materials that good for the 

students in sixth grade, the quality of materials, standards materials, 
and how good it’s the supporting material given in the textbook. With 

that, I hope after analyzing the textbook, it can show how appropriate 

material that used for students based on the Regulation of the 

Minister of Education and Culture No. 8 of the Year 2016. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The textbook has been used for several purposes and it’s no doubt that the 

function of textbooks really helps a lot of teachers to educate their students in class 

and teach them lot easier about English especially when the teacher intended to 

focus in one or two major things like speaking or reading in English skill. (Harmer, 

2007) inform that when we used English textbook it’s really matter for the teacher 

to get closer to their students and the problem that they’re currently dealing to learn 

English language. Since instruction in education really indeed giving lot of benefit 

for students in the class so they can improve their understanding not only for 

learning English but can also be used in significant role such as character 

personality building. (Ur, 2006) Also suggesting the teacher to use some points in 

learning such as framework, syllabus, texts and tasks that ready to use, economy, 

convenience, guidance and autonomy as a material to teach their students about 

English language using textbook.  

Since to teach good education to the students, teacher also need to prepare 

some proper material needed to teach them more about English in textbooks, more 

material prepared with lot of consideration and reference that not stopped by one 

source will develop a good way to the students since it will also give them other 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10469484
https://jurnal.peneliti.net/index.php/JIWP
mailto:Abyanizasaputra@gmail.com


Saputra, A. I., & Ambarwati, E. K. / Jurnal Ilmiah Wahana Pendidikan 10(2), 14-25 

- 15 - 

 

perspective in learning English language. Rohim (2015) said that we also didn’t 
forget several things that need to consider too such as experimental and non-

experimental) that also followed by bunch of questions, some summary, evaluation 

and some tasks that need to do by students.  But even though textbook really indeed 

can be helped in some situation for teacher when they’re trying to teach the students, 

we also need consider the advantages and disadvantages that textbook can give to 

us as a way to prevent a bad result in teaching English language to the students.  

Said by (Richards, 2011) The advantages of textbook can be limited by how 

it intended to used and the he context used so with that he knows that even its limited 

by the usage of textbook, it can help in some case such casesroviding structure and 

syllabus for learning pthe rocess that students needed in class. It was really common 

that  in the class teacher sometime can’t really give proper clear direction especially 

when using they’re not using textbook as we know that textbook has been planned 

on which on to do next for the students since it was already develop by 

standardization of syllabus that been used by lot of teacher in Indonesia, so since 

using textbook really given proper instruction to teacher on what they need to do 

and what to do to teach their students, it will help the teacher to do a easier 

evaluation too to the students since the textbook already given proper instruction 

and given a way to students understand some material in English language since the 

textbook already filled with lot of material such as reading workbooks ,CD-ROMs 

etc. 

Also, when teachers trying to improve students’ English foreign language 

skill and some valuable resources, they really indeed need to help students in four 

major case that they’re usually having problem. With the proper instruction on 

textbook, teacher just needed to create a workflow to the students so they can have 

better way to learn it with using textbook with lot of materials in it. It’s not only 

saved time for teacher in the class but also can be very effective when the teacher 

tried to involve some project base learning in the class. It really not only can be 

used by experience teacher too, but also can be used by teacher that hasn’t 

experienced on teaching since they can understand and know what to do to teach 

the students in the class. But Richards (2011) also said that the advantages using 

textbook can be seen  by how it only focuses in general students’ needs, its often 

followed only on how general students problem had in the class but didn’t focus in 

some students interest and their needs , it also sometimes give some language that 

didn’t follow on proper  authentic system and the dialog and text also usually 

presented by old fashion way that might be boring in some students since it didn’t 

evolve a modern dialog and text that follow trend that happening around students 

right now.  

A body of research has investigated textbooks. For example, Previous 

Research that has textbook title by pals are here! that already analyze by (Hertiki, 

2019) that shown the result “My Pals are Here! designed to aim and help the young 

learners in the class so they can use English communication which the principle is 

already based in teaching English to Young Learners in the class whereas it having 

content and aspect in language, topic, grammar and teacher’s book. It indeed really 

giving lot of benefit to the teacher and students in the class so they can learn it way 

more efficient moreover if the content that given had lot more consideration to 

choose a good design and appearance to also motivate students while learning 
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English so they can be more understand to the material and objective. In another 
research of textbook called English textbooks for seventh, eighth, and ninth graders 

of Junior High School published by Ministry of Education and Culture in Rejang 

Lebong. Which has been analyze by (Dio et al., 2018) also found that content in the 

textbooks and design are also influence the students to have a characteristic that has 

value in others. 

They also got influence not only in characteristics but also environment, 

nation and gods that mostly appear to have relation close to wisdom, confidence, 

humility and courtesy. So, in other side textbook giving us not only in learning 

material such as grammar and language but also can influence in characteristics of 

students in the class. Furthermore, in another previous research that (Kwasi et al., 

2011) analyze textbook series called Gateway to English for Primary Schools in 

primary class in 4,5 and 6 find that they if complementary teachers’ guides apply 

on sociocritical language and literacy approach. It will show the result that reading 

comprehension tasks and activities found the bias on writing as a product not as a 

process. Therefore, they do collaborative work and know that cooperative activities 

Tasks don't really create active, spontaneous engagement. Meaning that students in 

the class might not really have any group collaboration progress because there only 

product that appear in the end not the process that students do together. It ended up 

making sociocritical language and literacy approach need to be reevaluate so the 

students can do more efficient way in group. Because the influence of textbook 

indeed inform that teachers need to know how can they use the textbook and have 

some great rationale decision in the class. Thus, other previous research indicates 

of analyze of English in Context SMP/MTs Grade VIII by (Erica, Amalia, 2017) 

that content and technical qualities the textbook are having sufficient score that are 

having total score of the evaluation 33. And in term of technical qualities itself, the 

book might be also considered to have sufficient score from evaluation which is 30. 

And conclude that the books it’s worth using for second grade students of junior 

high school and be used for main material and supplementary material because it 

already eligible based on content and technical qualities in the textbooks so it can 

support students in term of them learning acquisition of English language by the 

students that are from foreign language learners.  

Last but not least previous research is by (Reko et al., 2022) that analyze 

English textbook for secondary school based on the 2013 curriculum of Indonesia. 

They find out that the characters value on textbook that applied in school is 

relatively low. Which is that why the suggesting that the textbooks publisher should 

add more values in characters so the teachers can provide and teach the students in 

the textbooks especially on each chapters and sentences of it. Therefore the 

publishers should be more selective to choosing the textbook they publish that 

followed in curriculum of 2013 that focusing in for secondary school. The result 

can bring much more motivation and daily basics change to the students who read 

the textbooks if the textbook provide lot of good characteristic in it.  

And when we talked about textbook in Indonesia, it was indeed no doubt that 

textbook has been something majorly used in any curriculum of Indonesian 

education. With their process, framework, basic work in work class activities, it is 

indeed that textbook are helping teacher perform better education in the class. So, 

when talking about textbook, we still need to relate it to textbook by using English 
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as Foreign Language (EFL) in classroom, since it was the popular idea that has been 
used by country that trying to improve their English skill especially Indonesia. 

Therefore, the current analyze that will be conduct are going to know if the sixth-

grade textbook material will meet the regulation from Minister of Education and 

Culture No. 8 Year 2016 and followed on Badan Standar Nasional Pendidikan 

system. 

 

METHOD 

To conduct the textbook evaluation, analyze, the framework that going to use 

are from Regulation of the Minister of Education and Culture No. 8 Year 2016. The 

type of research was used descriptive qualitative research and the textbook that 

going to use are from English Book Elementary School Grade 6. Textbook that 

going to be used should’ve book that used to learning process and not book that 

didn’t have any relation to anything besides education purpose, and in the textbook, 

there are no content that have anything besides positive thing in it, the textbook 

cover should’ve followed on Badan Standard Nasional Pendidikan system. Title, 

Sub title, Grade information, Illustration also needs to follow basic procedure that 

have been explained in before and didn’t have any negative image or bad words in 

it. And not only that the material relevance should’ve follow on Standard 

competitive and also basic competitive materials, if the material didn’t have any 

relevance with grade students like sixth grade students’ material, then the textbooks 

didn’t consider as good textbooks and need to reevaluate again and redesign so it’s 

followed on basic standard of textbook criteria. 

Material 

The material of this study was English Book Elementary School Grade 6. 

Table 1 presents the information about the book. 

Table 1. Textbook information 

Title  

 

Bahan Ajar Bahasa Inggris SD Sekolah 

Penggerak Kelas 6 Fase C 

 

Authors  

 

Rina Widyastuti, S.Pd 

Editor  - 

Illustrators - 

Publisher Studocu 

ISBN - 

Analysis Procedure 

This study adopted the textbook criteria stipulated by the Regulation of the 

Minister of Education and Culture No. 8 of 2016, (Byrd, 2001) and BSNP The 

instruments adapted in the current research are showed in Table 2.  

Table 2. Textbook Assessment Criteria 
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Next, the total number of checklists was scored by the formula shown in 

Figure 1.  Then, the score was categorized into excellent, good, fair or poor, its used 

reference table from “WHEN ENGLISH RINGS THE BELL”: An English 

Textbook Analysis By (Rias, 2018). 

 
Figure 1. formula to calculate analysis score 

Table 3 Analysis score and category 

RANGE OF SCORE CATEGORY  

81-100 Excellent 

61-80 Good 

41-60 Fair 

10-40 Poor 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Based on the results of the analysis, English Book Elementary School Grade 

6 met some compatibility of textbooks assessment criteria, i.e. . Meanwhile, the 

analysis suggested that the textbook lacked in Design and Language skills.  Table 

4 summarizes the result of analysis. 

NO CRITERIA LEVEL OF FULLFILLMENT 

1 Objective 86% 

2 Content 82% 

3 Design 67% 

4 Language skills 60% 

TOTAL SCORE  74% 

As the result shown in the table, the textbook itself earn total score of 74% 

out of 100% total score of criteria needed to fulfill the criteria of based on Objective, 

Content, Design, and Language skills and the result shown the good result because 

it really gave score above 60% which is good but not consider as perfect because 

there still lack of criteria that didn’t fulfill in Design and Language skills. 
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Figure 1. Objective Criteria 

The textbook content criteria (86%) based on objective already fulfilled the 

minimal criteria that needed based on Regulation of the Minister of Education and 

Culture No. 8 Year 2016 which is should’ve relevant to the students and follow the 

accurate purpose to what students going to learn in the textbook, and follow the 

material based on theoretic and empiric, easily to understand to the students, and 

have clear contexts that students should learn first and what they need to do next 

with the objective itself that relate also relate with BNSP, although there are some 

part that didn’t really relevant to the context of books based on 2013 curriculum, 

the good books should’ve have syllabus that given clear purpose such as core 

competences, standard competences, learning indicators, material, and evaluation. 

The content itself its showing how the students should’ve had clear five learning 

indicators that usually needed to improve their skills based on those five learning 

indicators, but in the textbooks, it only shown two out of five learning indicators 

that needed to learn in textbook. Byrn (2001) also said if the content of textbook 

didn’t relevant and follow basic standard that needed in curriculum itself, the 

textbook might need to consider to be reevaluate so the content can be fulfilled after 

doing some change in the objective of the books. On some part of the textbook 

might really fulfilled half of the requirement that needed in curriculum so it might 

be consider as relevant but there also three five learning indicators that didn’t 

relevant so the textbooks should be reevaluate again so it can fulfill what curriculum 

needed in five learning indicators itself. 
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Figure 2.  Content Criteria 

The textbook have content (82%) that divided into 5 part which almost 

fulfilled what is needed in textbook what its usually needed in learning such as 

learning part for reading, listening, writing and speaking and all of them almost 

have content that easily to understand for students, have clear purpose on how 

teacher should to to give learning part that follow on textbooks content, teacher also 

can easily give task to students so they can work together in groups to finish the 

assignment of it, and students in end part of each content can ask what they struggle 

for and teacher will help them in the remaining five minutes at class, although it 

seem all of the content really helpful for the students and teacher the content might 

need to reevaluate so the students didn’t feel really confused after teacher explain 

the content, although all of it are follow basic criteria and the students at end of 

class can know what they need to learn and to do next time. 
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Figure 3.  Design Criteria 

The textbook has design criteria (67%), and based on the criteria of BSNP 

itself might not really have clear fulfillment because the lack of information that 

provided in the publisher information and the illustration might be need more 

colorful design so it can affect and motivated the students in the class. (Quest, 2006) 

said “The textbook holds a central place in school works because its offer a compact 

arrangement of educational material”. Meaning that if the information material that 

provided to us didn’t follow on basic of students needs in the class, it might be 

affected to their motivation. Though most of the part that in the design are 

interesting to read such as the example from above, it might need some evaluation 

and some change so the students can really enjoy while learning in the class. And 

the textbooks Standard ISO already have clear size like (A4 to A5) size design, 

however the font that used in the textbook didn’t follow on what BSNP needed 

because the font used in the textbook are Calibri not Times New Roman with size 

of 12-14 pts which this textbook used 11 pts size for it.  

The textbooks design also need to reevaluate to be simpler and easier to 

understand, because the textbooks design and placement might too complicated and 

can confused students while learning in the class. The good thing is the material 

that used in the textbooks has fulfilled with lot of tools that used in it. 
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Figure 4.  Language skills 

The last part of criteria which is language skills (60%) which is the lowest 

criteria score that the textbook gain, there are some reasons why it doesn’t really 

have high score as other criteria that already explained. The first is the instruction 

that provided in the textbook might lack of clear purpose. There lot of explanation 

that teacher can instruct to their students but if the teacher failed to giving the clear 

purpose in the textbook information, the students might get confused and hard time 

learning through the textbook itself because the textbook had lot of words and 

information that teacher needed to inform to the students.  

Although it might be too hard to the teacher, the language skills might be also 

had good explanation through basic skills such as speaking, listening, reading and 

writing. So even if the information that provided in the textbook had too much 

context and content to understand, the language skills that provided in it with such 

a clear instruction from the teacher might really help students to improve their skill 

in one of four main basic skills, the media that used in listening and speaking 

material also have language skills that really help students to have clear purpose on 

what they might need to do.  

Said by (Hinkel, 2006) in (Harmer books, 2009, p. 265) “In the 

communication that has meaningful purpose, People use their increasing language 

skills together rather than separately”. Meaning that if one skill has good learning 

process it will also affect other skill to become better because learning one can also 

improve other skills in the process of learning. 
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 However, it might be sounds good but every skill that already explained 
might have hard to maintain because they’re created and design to not to be equal 

to each other’s. Even though one skill might have ability to increase some skill in 

process like if the students learning speaking, they eventually will be learning 

reading in process. But they might have some hard time because some part in 

speaking didn’t really teach equally on how to read with proper instruction and 

purpose. Or skill such as listening that will also improve speaking skill in process 

but the instruction that provided in listening skill didn’t have clear and same equal 

explanation on speaking skill. Although it sounds hard to learn but, in the end, if 

the students can easily understand the process that needed in learning, they 

eventually will become acknowledge on those four different skills. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The result that been found during analyzing the textbook with some 

information from Previous research are 1) the textbook that used for the analyze 

might good and followed on textbook Evaluation According to Badan Standar 

Nasional Pendidikan Framework for Textbook Evaluation, but in some part such as 

Design and Language skills didn’t really fulfill what needed in textbook criteria and 

it might need to reevaluate on some part of it. 2) The materials that used in the 

textbook might already good if it considered to following base on badan standard 

nasional Pendidikan. But in some part, it can be improved with more material that 

has more resource to provided and giving more easier instruction on each basic 

skills in English language education. So, it will also help the students gain more 

knowledge and motivation in the process. But overall, the textbook that provided 

and used in this analyze might need lot of improvement and evaluation so it can be 

considered as a good textbook that follow badan standar nasional Pendidikan 

framework. So, with that result of score (74%) the textbooks consider as good and 

eligible but though there still a lot room to improve especially on the design and 

language skills that provided in the textbooks. 
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